“Look around you, because you 
can learn from this. You came 
here to learn, didn't you? 


“All the way from 
America to Mother 
Russia, full oF 
goodwill and 


| 
n 4, 
scientific curiosity. ‘ih 
/ : = —— ) Zz es 
\ 


ai 


“Well, let me 
=| tell you how it is, 
Ms. Storm. How the 
system works. 


“We see a 
problem, and we 
attack it. 


“And ultimately, 
it is the whole |p 
world that is |[% 
blem. |S 


“So we punc 
7° and pummel and 
coerce the world 
into a shape we 
| understand. 


= “And then we 
=] say that we have 
mastered it. 


“Announce 


| ourselves as 


@iktagoff's 
Laboratory. 


Hey, who's the mad 
scientist in this room, 
Rutskaya? 
These are 
your toys, not 
mine. I don't 
even work 


~ Sorry? @ " 

You shameless I would 
hypocrite! have used your 
you think saying Power to heal & 
that makes the world! 

it true? J 


I died in the --to rape 
fire and was reborn, the world 
Ms. Storm. This is the , and callit 

grand scheme of science, good. 
rationalism, and Wester 
capital-- 7 


Don't you 
agree? 


) <4 Samson brought down Oh. Your invisible 


the temple fromthe . force field. This 


inside. And that is_{{ should be mine 


using it. 
Sorry. 


While you-- 
nuuuh!-- 
you just hide 
behind it-- 


whimpering 
child! 


serve you 


now. This day 


judgment on you 
and on your 
kind! 


i) oe ¥ 


o~ 
You'll be 


washed away in her 
tears. The physicists, 
the chemists, the 
biologists-- 


Wii SN 
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————— 
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iy 
woo,” 


One blow “¥ 

for every 
experiment. Every JF 

atrocity. unti 


And 
then I'll feed 
you to the 
animals. 


You'll be — 
our communion. 
Our Eucharist. 


Oh, by all 
\ ans, run. 
W Look for a deeper 
Wa hole to hide in. 


You 
vacuous 
sow, this is 
siberia. 


WE i 

“The land Known even 
to those who love it 
as byez zaloshni. 


Thanks e 
the loan, 


Dynamo. 


Okay, that 
Norrin Radd dude 
does this all the 
time, so how hard 
canit be? 


<You're 
pathetic, shatalov! 
The Mark One armor 
was obsolete before 
it went into 
the field.> 


embarrass 
yourself. You 
embarrass all 


We ~ > you beating 


4 . J the man or 
hia <You don't ’ pardon me ON Cel 
a/ deserve this peach, for askin'-- asking him out 

You deserve a hear 

attack in the bathroom. 

Astroke while you're 
a climbing out of bed in 
Tipp» your soiled vest.> 

WY <But Im 

amerciful 


Okay, maybe 
they've got the 
worst uniforms outside 
of a Vegas floor 


--but at 
least they get a 
simultaneous v% x 
J translation. ,}} 
("4 D> De a " 
\ 


> 


. 
hi 
) 


--the “= 
ss I Anvil. and 
f, , 
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Shatalov, those guys are 
some kind of diode. They're 
setting up a uni-directional You've 
energy flow. 


A diode, 
Reed Richards? 
He : 
nonumato... _ What is 
diode? 


ao. 
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; " a ea e — 
“¢s BS / 
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ats oO fT = Se \ 
You think if Vain 
there are any |} ' we 
= more of these ]1\ ) 
7 guys? \ y ZI 
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weapons, little one. 
And they're too well- 
B protected for ; 


Use their 
own systems 
against them? 


Well, perhaps. Unauthorized 


input attempted. 
Security shutofF 


Further 
attempts to access 
secure systems will initiate ] 
self-destruct timer. > 


bSS 


WY) SA = 
= 


\) ~ 


RRRRO OFTEN, 
STINKING 
nie ONKEY. 


SSS NOT TO- \ 
MATTERRRRR. { . 


Just past the 
crazy-looking 
monkey-ghost 
girl? 


& 
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Sea 
teers 
i 
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That's the ™ 
stupidest 


The temple 


Bucok will Fall, and 
ynaget! crush the 
unrighteous! 


Listen, I'm sorry 
about whatever bad 
thing happened 
to you. 


Oh, 
wonderful! 
Tchudestnyo! 


= And 
you've decided 
to join us for 
the symposium 
after all. S 


Science 


wilderness will grow 
back over the cities and 
your world will be 
forgotten. 


My bad, 
Rutskaya. I 


seem to have 
extinguished your 
baboon. 


7 ' Ev 
we'll make this the girly aw ¢ a ¥ 
fight it was always Ay A 
going Ui J 
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Wh-- 
what did you 
do to her? 


Nothing. 


Richards, there's ‘WH 
a buildup of energy 
somewhere very 
closetous. #4 
My suit 
computer is 
very unhappy about 
it. She says we are 
in danger. 


From what? 
The soldiers 
all ran awau, 
and the ghost- 
woman is-- 


The suits! 
The suits have a 
nuclear power 


SOUree: Shatalov, 
what's the setting 
on the timer? When 
they self- destruct, 

how long do they 
take to-- 


Ijust \ 
{| showed her 


yr afew more 
. options. 


And 
now she's 
having trouble 
sticking toa 
decision. 


Iamnot 
“| sure, my 
friend. 


* & - \ look it up in the 
manual. 


Go 
well, little 


Americans! Do 


svidaniya! 


thinking 
not. 


Over the 
last Few weeks, 
I've been-- 
horrible 
to you. 
know. Rutskaya 
wasn't inside my force 
field when I threw 

it up, Reed. _ 


maybe her new 
powers allowed her 
to phase through 


I was 
obsessed. I didn't 
know what I was 
doing. It was-- 


“-the Cube. 

It Filled my 
head so I couldn't 
even see anything 

else. Can you 
forgive me? 


make a whole 
big thing out of it, 
Reed. It doesn't 
have to be big. 
Or a thing. 


Ijust 
realized--how 
long it's been since 
Ifelt that way about | 
an idea. A theory. An 
experiment. 


y ——__y 
So I thought 
it might be good for 
me to try being myself 
for a while, instead 
Of half of US. 


Which has 
the incidental benefit 
that you won't be 
able to make me feel , 
like dirt. SS 


Uhh, guys? 
NYC is coming 
up in the long- 

distance 
monitors. 


You-- 
might want 
to take 


Because 
I think there's 
something wrong 
with it. 


» 
: 


» 
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THECITY0€ BADROULBADOR, ON THE PLANET/ACHERON, 
THANOS’ FORGE OF SOULS. 


that 
justifies \ 
disturbing me 

» inthis holy \ é 4 

place? / \sthat 
a ( howyou see 
what you do 

here? 


a ee Mind and spirit--by 
= your power and 

Oberim's science-- 

shaped like clay. y 


4Y Dragged from 
their own bodies 
Ihavea if | to be welded into 
message from Ws foreign flesh. Or 
the shift-gate : worse. Isee no 
captain at Pr \) : sacrament 


Locus 87. 


must be rewarded, }\ x 


: — : pare 
and the faithless . Sai “atl S\ Ih 
punished. if No doubt. 
| (=> 


eip* 
WY Life and death 
{ are my gifts, to 
be dispensed 
as I see fit. 


i 


It's here in sense- 
echo summary. You 
can read it in real 
time or ata 
compression 
rate of-- 


yourself. \n 
your own 


x 


The Cube has Halcyon is aware wa 
reappeared, as of this, and has 
you said it would. already sent forces 
On Earth. .. toretrieve it. 


How is it good? 
The empire stands 
ona knife's edge. 

We lost Pyx-- 


Because ‘ 
you were f Y SS roast if you show 
beaten in \ Sen f F weakness. 4 


battle. Z << - 1 — 
f , pp o £a ( f 
we may lose | is — ’ | | 


everything. ive cu 
&| Ronan. Leven |. 


q 


But I will i 
not falter. This 
matter goes 
forward as I 
wish it to. 
4 Now pay 
your respects ig 
to your mother, ig 
and reflect... “| 


“..the race goes 
not always to 
al the swift. 
nv. 


“Nor the battle 
to the man who first 
unsheathes his 
sword.” 


A Doesn't matter if ait A : 
You can't you're the Fantastic \} =a" eabees 
come through Four or the Knicks. a ie - 
he here, son. I'm under orders, and a J 
oye 2 Officer, this is a lockdown - ba 
youmust | until either S.H.I.E.L.D. pease 
ef know who or the army sends ‘y 
cee OA “Bh 5 we are. someone to-- ~ La 
ap Lia s 
Fite 4 [eal | ie 
a oe 
fae ty ; ; a. 
3) l uy hog 
: 7 = SN — 
| Soe ‘ 6 Xe z 
< - Finn ‘. lg N q gi a 
\\\ mai SN i 4 G 
¢ ij i Be 
Ye y ’ 1 iv ae 
= 4M a 4 yy 
ws f 
¥ : 1 
\ 4 - A eo ve : 
f ae 7 c AL a 
e - \ = 
y : J 4 : Ue 
52 cea Oh. Th- —— aoe 
that's-- ink so, a 
: poe Ms. Storm. AMA 
Ni alpha clearance. < 
cer ¢ Have you got a 7 
fi biometric i ; \ 
a z, a reader here? Y eer oy 1 


— 


Then you'll 
just have to trust 
us. Now--what 
happened to 
New YorkP 


—— 


Nobody knows. 
This thing just , 
appeared about an 
hour ago. eG 


Loos 


Covers achunkor 
the city and comes 
out here into Jersey. 
We've tried cutting 
through it, but ‘ 
nothing works. 


the inside-- rae 
it's like they're _ Thereisn'ta 
all frozenor single thing that's 
something. moving in there. 


Well, whatever 


7 __ | itis it doesnt 
melt. or even 
eS - 


-{ Johnny, let 
me tru. 


your basic 
impregnable 
force 


Yes, Sue. Maybe. 


Hey, callme Mister ’ You spend months playing \\ \ . * eorenie” 


Paranoid, but does around with that tiny box. ; 
something sme/! — Then we turn our backs and a Eee Belts 
great big box swallows Tleft it with 


a. ICE NEW rer: s : : 2 orders to defend 
Johnny's Wit AS Ga = itself. And I think 


right, isn't he, J3 | ; Yh —_ that's what it's 
Reed? You did #4 i S ; 


Dude, defend 
itself against 
what? Jersey Fam™M my Cube, it'll 
Cityr =m beeasu. 


Recognize 
me,andthe |, s= 
people who are Let us in, 
with me. and whatever it 
{ isyou're doing, 
\ work around us so 
we're free to 


This is kind of creepin’ \Wel 
me out. It's like beingin F” yey does 
a wax museum. Michelle ei 
| Af Imjust 
<1 asking. 


SS : \\\\\ / when Tid all those 
You think so, r 4| | rotten things to you-- 


Reed? I think we Py AN something was inside 


should probably Peasy 


Cf itilhurt VR ‘ 
las\\ alotiess jay 7 | myself from a 
f long way away. € 


try not to. 
ia 


guess Ican 
relate to 
that. 


a a Fr - 
‘aS f) a4 = 


THE BARTER 
home 


(777 


As 
}_AS | i (a 
“& : , 
in [! Mc 


mE ght 


sate 
eaten 


rest of the 
soldiers of f 
b* reacted to. A full 
ea Mjfe Halcyon combat 


full. Johnny, did --when there's . 
younotice you're = only one light 
/\ eae ene A sourceinthe PF 
Y ‘ 


7 Youare 
“\ astute, Reed 
a 


INS TR webut you ‘Y 
Richards... \. i\ have done 
Sa | || | py anincredibly 


J ‘ LE fea 
You want to come out, B@ j fa VSL 
Dreamcatcher, and sf ; f 
tellus what's doing So Y LL 
x on here? : Z x > 


fy, 


?” Your Cube is a 
/ functional replica 
of the one y 
Thanos previously i You don't understand! That 
possessed thirty | i 7 weapon was so mighty that 
thousand years . y Z, all the armies of Halcyon 
ago. al | broke against it. 


ought to be happy \ When it was finally 


destroyed--at the cost 
baen at qacd of Mother Induna’s /ife-- 
guy tine J Acheron expansion was 
une: | halted. And Thanos has 
sought ever since to 
re-create it. 


This thing you've made 

threatens a balance of : 

power older than your Possibly. 
civilization! P ‘ Yes. 


It also dives . 
us our only credible V 
defense against | 
Thanos if he ever 
decides to come 
here. 


But I'm afraid --for the sake 

I must deny you of the All, and 

that option-- the greatest 
good! 


The Cube manipulates 
and converts energies, 
Dreamcatcher. 


includes 
heat -- 


IF all the 
armies of Halcyon 
couldn't stop 
Thanos when he 
had this-- 


whatever 
you're 
made of. 


--how did the 
five of you think 
you were going |} 
s to stop me? 


s-solid! 
You made me-- 
solid flesh! 


This--is 
not--m-m-my 
modality! 


Please! 
Let me go! 
Let me 
go! 


Do as she 
says, Reed. 
\a You've made 
\). Your point. 


Don't worry. 
I'm just ar keen | ; 
to get rid of her 
bs sheisto Sut tell your 
| ; people to keep 
ssialss their distance, 
Dreamcatcher. 
We're not part 
Of your war. 


T-tell them-- | 
yourself. _ 


You mean 


p Fi 
there are hy 
more of ofyouare Fagg 


you? coming? 


Gate Captain, 
prepare your Abstract, read 
seed teams. the area around the 
target and tell 
me how it's 
defended. 


Yes, Commander. * 

The chief defense is, 

my OF course, the target 

4, itself. Four powered 
wa indigenes are at 

locus zero. 


i 


j Also, the entire 
w areais enclosed in 
a null-time field 
of intensity 
Theta two. 


Echo. Glow. Amp. © Don't stand there = 
eae Phantom. <All Seed c with the J” 
alls 


| 


a y iF 
will l bid lil rt Mu 


aw—@w = =) 


WN? 
al | 


cP = == en 


Lee 


Peon 


If 


| 1 as 
Y% Bombardier. If 


finesse fails 


| us-- 4 
-overwhelming 
force will have to 
a serve instead. 
L7>>. T 
\ 


What are 
you seeing, 


Or suffer the 
consequences. 


‘slpsin “an NM 
- Blips in = = 

high orbit. Lots E 5 
of them. 


But I can't 
get a proper reading. 
They're shielded in 
some way 


enemies of 
Halcyon, and fim 
the All disowns , 


Surrender 
the Cosmic 
Cube to us 
forthwith... 


leez, don't 
they have doors 
where you guys 
come from? 


a Y J 
Olsens 
; Psy 


nes 
(ye 


Y This oneis \ 
invisible in 
normal light. 


ii 
Tesseract. i 
> <i fy 
! y” Thank you, Echo. | 
These are the four 
> who liberated Pyx, B 
PSV and freed me from Itisa . 
tragedythat YAN 
<iq we should have H | 


tohumble them J 
4 in this way. ’ 


Thank pi : 
you, Glow. (fais Ne . Icansee 
I'll deal-- | = NX it's spoiled ¢ 


In addition io 
to my own innate ¥ 
abilities, Thold  } 
your Cosmic 
Cube. 


10 Le 
t 


And since 


Cube 
responds directly 
to thought -- 


--it would be 
a pretty serious 
design flawif 
you had to hold it 
to make it work... 
wouldn't you 


2 Pe, 
—~J 


SY WY, OZ 74 l 


GO MMMGMYGMMYYY 


7 ~Youmean, 
4 apart from the 


H Ljust--sent them back. Vv 
Allof them. Threshold ] youcan 
and her people, too. do that? 


The Cube can. 
But this isn't 
over. IF Iwas 
reading that 
scanner right, 
they brought 
a whole fleet 
with them... 


‘..and they're not going 
to give up this easily.” 


Kul-Fanx relay! 
Ships in high orbit, 
lend your output 

tothefront / 


Maximum 


A/ 4 


ST 
Fs 
—_— 


- — 


aati 


It looks 
like the Fourth 
of July out 
there. 


They're 
tryin beh . . 
overloa Yy In theory, 
the barrier. Z&# no. The Cube's 
: capacity is 
infinite. 


Wn 


But my concentration || 


isn't. I'm the weak link in a How did we He. 
: Z =e : ‘i y, let the man 
the chain. I'm--just about < det ve boli How? The genius 
aS keeping them out. IF \ situation: /here mooned the 


We 
: a 
they've got nothing WAee . super-powerful 


else to throw at - f aliens, is how. 
us, we're good. ) 


! 
| 


Y The barrier 
is holding, 
Commander. 


Signal | 
grab-ships 
Tephis and 


But with minor 
fluctuations in 
density and [a @ 
configuration. 4 


Good. The ~(aRsiamammm \ , — 
Cube-Wielder i 
is at Full Ss 
stretch. e a 
was 
a a S iddddia 


oo 


ready for 
incomin’. 


\ A / N 
: a : p) , 
> 
j \ 


on 
 Qy §) 


2 “I want that city out | 
. of atmosphere-- toe 
iw “--where Seed-units 


1 through 12 can cut 
loose at it." 


i Per eas 
“Grab-ships Tephis and 
Wing report solid tau- 
interlock, Commander 


7 Good. Tell all ships ly 
of the line to maintain oe 
blanket bombardment. Tephis and 


The Cube-wielder must Wing, your vector 
be given no respite. is one-one. 
Ave, Straight up. 
Commander. 


Y Tell the Mauler of Seed1, ‘ ; 
atmosphere, }f grab-shipsto Nightmare ofseed+, Ya fy 
. _ commander. Adi Gehenna of Seed 12, Jam | 


> scramble on my-- 


I've got two physical 
blips and two psi- 
spikes. Big. 

ay 


“They were hiding 
in the sun-- 


"--and they're 
right 1p 
oF 


Theorize 
two Acheron \=y 
skywhales, } 7 
unmanned. 


| SSEREEEREE ds 


“ 
\ 


r\ \ 


They're already 
on that i gil 


“Sustaining terrible 
damage, but they don't 


ships' intelligence i is 
distributed sapouabitt 


“Unless we manage to =) 
amain nerve cluster, 
they're going to get 
through and-- 


What 
happened? 


Commander. Ranged inorder of / Seed forsake 
probability, sub-light engine \ you, give me your 
overload, time displacement, best gues 

sigma field implosion-- 


The debris is all from the 
skywhales. It seems likely 
they projected an open 
shift-gate-- 


--teleporting the 
city to unknown co- 
ordinates--and tearing 
their own drive- 
chambers apart 
in the process. 


A. the Cube. 


Thanos has 


Commander, 
you could not have 
foreseen this. The 
skywhales 
maneuvered 
brilliantly. 


Thank you, 


# 
beer 


ae aici 


Now I can 


watch the galactic 


genocide-- 


--untroubled 
by any sense 
of personal 
A responsibility. , 


THE PLANET/ACHERONE 
© 


Solid ground. ‘ Johnny, I'm I'm going to make 
That's got to be an J? reading Oz out a hole in the shield 
improvement. =| there--enoughfor just big enough for 
you to breathe you to go through. 
and to burn. We need 
y information. 


% 
aos 


Look at 
the sky. 


— if Lun-freeze them, 
there'll be panic. Riots. 
T'll avoid that as long 
as I can. Whenever 
you're ready, 
Johnny. 


What about y ra g SJ : 
the people down tease i ; on AA \ I've been “Ne 
there, Reed? Are ‘ 5 \\ wavs = oe ready since W 
you going to leave , = AN : fi the day before 
them like that? : / \ y . yesterday. 
Like statues? y d ’ j — 


ar, 7 


All| 


Reed! Hey, 
| did you plant a } 
bugonme? J 


Midtown's 
kind of dead, 
\. to be honest. 


Well, it's 
all quiet 
so far. 


re! 
i ij Nevada, I figure 
ve that's where 


f{ Closest \ 
Icould get 
to one. 


world has a 


“Only with 
no Las Vegas, 


oni ly 
y 


UWS 


a ee 


u be 


F 2 Are you 
; auys sitting 


Se 


mel A 
sat sr js 
i fy 4% 


ANE + ‘ ey 
F } i Ma i) 


; { hi 7 : i ee : | ih . 


They've sent out 4 


a scout, Accuser! 
Should I--? 


Do 
nothing, V__. My father 
gunner. intends to deal 


— with this les hl 
=, ue 


“It would be more than 
your life is worth to 
come between him and 
his enemies." 


Hmmmm. 
Almost 
autumn. 


It's huge. W = 
The same guys tanks, airships, [& 

we fought on the works. 
Pyx--Thanos' 


| r | 
Kem! \ i coe 
ier be 
So what 
\ )\ do we dor 


get hold oF 
the Cube. de) 
> You saw 
7 what Pyx was 
) («| like. He'd do that 


? v | to the whole 
VJ r NA universe. A 
Ma 
_ There's an 
inhibitor built 
Pa into the Cube. J i 


: IF I remove 
it, IT could make it 
faster. More 
responsive to my 
will. But it would 
also-- 


Hey, whatever 
gets the job 
done, Reed. 


It wouldn't 

work. Come on. 
We've got to take 
the fight outside 
away from New 


And we've 
got to win. 


7 


s 


Excellent. 
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Good. Because 


any man who 
before Reed Richards 


Along with — 
his entire family 


out to the sixth 


fires 


is entirely surrounded 


degree of 
consanguinity. 


will be flayed alive. 


Better 
spread out 


We wouldn't 
want to give 
them too easy 
a target. 


We can't do 
this. There's 
no Way we can 
do this. 


Or maybe 


Bowe Okay. Got 


to start 
somewhere. 


Let's make 


ourselves a 
little room to 
work in. 


Hey, think of 
it as five hundred 
thousand separate 
fistfights. 


Maybe they 
don't want to \” 
fight. Maybe we 

can talk our 


Well, I guess 
that broke the 
ice, at least. 


Aminute i. 
ago, I'dhave felt Bo yea ‘ 
embarrassed ar 
doing this. 


Hey, you \~ 
Know what ) 
they say. Never 
apologize. 
Never 
explain. 


Should I-- 
pull the men 


We could 
bombard with 
heavy ordnance 
and use air 
support 


QW 
. i bf 


We want to ‘ 
put the Cube- |. 
Wielder throug 
his paces, 
don't we? 


Listen to me! 

None of this is Retreat : 
your fault! You've , 4 = ned! 

been lied to! SB hannedl 


They won't 
uu But can you 
ie imagine what 
Thanos would do 
to anyone who 
deserts his-- 


are you all 
right? 


Yeah, I'm 
fine. Just a 
little-- 


Fa 


( 


Kiteig 


Pa Wand 


Man, this 
is worse than 
that elevator 

feeling. 


But then 


SS again--  __sometimes 
Haveno the lines get a 


/ fear, Mister YZ little blurred 


Grimm. This is 
not death. iecct “ot ¥ 


exactly. 


Now we're 
getting somewhere! 
Beam cannon, 


target the girl. No. Order 
the cease-fire, 
Let's General. I've 
break down seen all I need 
that shield to see. 
and-- 
ies 
az "4 
ia) 
rh 
_ {> 
Ss 


i? , hae 
be. 


\%* x Ne : 
we M-Majesty! Shady és f 
Wait for / i 

me here. gill : : 


B-but the us 
risk-- Speak not 
v to me of risk. I 
e am Thanos. Zs" 7 


No? Then Ah, but that's very 
why did you much the question, 
bring one, you ies whatever isn't it? Bo you have 

d? you like at us. As the Cube? 
coward: long as we've got : 


the Cube, we'll 


throw it right Obviously you 


/ thinkyoudo. But \ 
Iwas there, in your | , 
\ mind, when you / 
- were making it. 


will not be 
settled by 


Apiece of my will, 
my consciousness, 
driving yours. Tainting 
your perceptions. 
Directing your decisions. 
You were my puppet 
th 


And since I . 
was there, the Cube \7 
is Keyed to my mind Fo 
as well as yours. 


so forget 
7 the army. It's 
served its 
purpose. 


We willsettle 
this as it must be 

settled. Mind 
against mind. will 

against will. 


Y/Y Whenever 
you're ready, 


child-- - y 


I 
already 


Does Thanos 
even have any 
eyelids? 


You brought yourself to this pass, 
Reed Richards, by trusting to your § 
own cleverness. That amazing 
intellect. 


‘iy d 
b | But what 
exactly did you 
feel you had 
to prove? 


You'llalwaus ‘& 
be a loser, bou. § 

But I'mto 

blame, too. 


fey §=6For not 

¥ making you 
‘(i \\ understand 

(what your 

‘\ place is. 


any 


P\ ths power 
before. 


before your 
world was 


bathed inthe 
hearts ofstars, 
and wandered nn 
the mansions 
ofthe after- 


a clenched fist, 


and Death has ~ 


--I have ay f 
welded ‘ 2 BY adebt,Reed 
Richards. 


almost too 
great to 


And I will pay 
it. All worlds will 
be remade in my 
image. But --yours 
will be 
first. 


hari 


in 


So I'm thinking 
I'll turn my back 
and count to ten. 


And give whoever 
stole Midtown one 
last chance to put 
it back. 


You can joke >; 
about this, 


you think I'm joking? 
Jan, I sent the lron Man 6 
armor against that 
alien fleet. 


My tech people are 
still debating whether 
the armor held for two 
Bay milliseconds or just one. 


Inscrutable 
alien logic, 
maube. Does it 
matter? 


tell us what 
else we've got ff 
in the Locker? & 


Wy 


Pee 


is 


Do you see anything odd in th _ 


choice of target, Thor? A ci 
rather than a military 
facilitur 


I agree, q 
Captain--there 
seems no sense 

to this. 


Late 


for your next 


meeting? 


this is a proximity 


: And we got some nasty 
Mahr-Vellishelpingus fit little Jesus guns out of 
kree stealth-tech to that damaged Gah-Lak-Tus 
some Of our ICBMs. module, but we're hours 
away from-- 


WEEE= —" 
WoCECCEEEEELEE Ee 


And for my next 


two martinis. But Something really 


big. Really close. 


alarm. But there’s nothing-- 


People of Earth, \ 
rejoice. Beginning \ 

with this day, the 
universe enters its 


golden age 


(7 Confusion. Doubt. 
Disorder. All are gone. 
Now and forever, there 

is only one right 
~ path. 


\¥ \N ( \ \ 
i} . / 
We ye 
} ae f 
Cy 


you do with 
« my war? 


Lady, I don't 
Know who you 


You can 
try to guess, 
iF you like. 
--but you've “a 

got to send me 
back. My friends 
are ina hole and 


they need me. 


‘Ni 


Irescued you, Y 
Benjamin Grimm. 

S You're safe, now, in -———===S= 
Atrea’s hands... <== = 


Yi, here no one else is 
Z allowed tocome. Does | 
that merit a little 
d, gratitude, do you 
» think ‘ 
y 


Oh,I don't “Y 
think they do. 
Not anymore. { 


“" after you % \ 
left the battle, \W 
Thanos himself 
intervened. Your & 
friends are, 
beyond help 
Ww 


destroued in 
your turn? That 
would be a 


you with your }\ 
ownlower jf 


start breaking ; 
things. 


: -You--you He was old. And Y Oh, dear. You Gi AN 
mm Just. killed he wasn't that don't understand Vf S manifest unto |n--ymm-- 
stim? interestingto —_ any of this, { silver and 
start with. do you? d y : blue, I 


think. 


on board, 


Earth boy. 
You need to 


see exactly what 
my father is 
capable of. 


“Because now that Daddy 
has his little toy again, 
things are going to get 
really ugly. 


ye 


AY \ Boy's a fire-starter. Girl does force Y 
YY \\W iN fields, so she’s pure defense. The granite- 
a faced guy is late news. 
\ TTR, 


They're Sue and a) 


f} Johnny Storm-- 


from the Baxter 
Building project. 


KON 


“Pure defense?” 
That might have 
been true, 
once... 


... before . \ 
my master “a = without mass 
opened my ( Y is the ultimate 


eyes. a ae _ weapon. 


ay 


(rm really sorry abi 


H this, kid. You don't seem 


je out 

Lil 

GY Ney CaN | , 

Ve 9 
egy 

Vs Es) AY 


Repulsors. 
Cold. Cold 


you. You are F 


ges the lord of 


thunder. E 
And you're 

the upstart who 
styles himself a god. 


Iremember fighting ~youhaveno <— 
nN you in anothe business here, 


age. _ and--let me be 
clear on this-- 


ai) |) 7 


a 


TO er PA 


Perhaps whenyou ~*~ 
were young, storm god. 
Perhaps when your But what 
pantheon still commanded are you now, 
elief, you might when all is said 
have shaken me. and done? Arelic? 
A curio? 


T live and 
breathe. 


are AN by 


--you're not 
& welcome. AL 


* 


m 
N 
a 


ONS 


Well, you Z 
live and breathe 


And I imagine 
you'll still attract 
the occasional bolt 

of lightning. 


Sanit af 


. 
* 

: 

. 

, 

‘ 
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enue SSO) AY —” 
Richards was spawned. 7 SOrh Kya 
. Fascinating. n anc ‘A ‘A These creatures T'll examine 
Ze> cael Ce \ NN e arealittlemore = themmore closely 
3 Mm complex. Atouch |ater. But other things 


7 X ’ = : 
downinthe Y } — hardier. are more pressing. 


galactic array, yr = Come, my children. 
one expects 
to find only 
amoebas 
and lichen. 


RH a 


: 8, 
< <3 My brain ‘Ne 
TT | hasn't kicked 
backinto “you're saying * 
gearyet. Thanos is your 
: ™ dad? And--he did 
that to your 
arm? 


Enjoying / : 
the view, |7 
Benjamin? 


He wanted 
his children to 
be warriors. 
Gallowglass loved 


\ war. Ronanhadit “_taskedtoo 


beaten into i 
hie And tc many questions. 


Even after he told 
me to stop. 


Nothing. Just 
thinking about 
some other guy's 
father I know. 


Are we 
almost done 
with this? 


Like it? 


"He'd only just found 
the Cube. The first one, 


I mean. It fell out of 
the sky over Acheron, 
like acomet.” 


eS die called 
: idris. \t was an 
Nice for r ‘i 
; , inhabited world, 
ice ote ting, once. But then the 
guess: Sidrians defied 
my father. 


"To test its power, 
he reduced the core 
temperature of this 
world to seven 
degrees above 
absolute zero." 


What we're standing 
onisn't bedrock, 
Benjamin. It's the 

Sidrians' atmosphere, 
frozen solid. 


They're still Sas 
down there. Still \Ay 
alive, in a way. a 
Preserved 
forever. 


Okay. 
I get it. 


“Reincarnation is no big deal for 
the Acheron. Our adepts have 
) been able to do it since the fourth 
age of the world. 


MSA SS Shi 4 


“But he always returns. He holds 
himself back from the ultimate 
reward so the empire will endure. 


“That's how he sees his 
mission. To make life a 
little more like death. 
Ordered. Perfect. 
Predictable. 


TINS 


get to miss 
all that, Earth / 


_bo Yeah? . 
How d'you 


figure? 


Because 
I saved your 
life, right? 


This is about \ 
my father. And | 
it's about 
death. 


“But my father has died a 

thousand times. He lies 

with death as a man might 
lie with a lover. 


"and with the Cube |ff 
§ inhis hands again, 
he'll finally be able 
to doit." 
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And let the 
continents reshape 
themselves into the 

sigil OF my name. 


7 The Earth must 
be branded as 
cattle are branded, 
to show that it 
is mine. 


Speak, Sis Ry aie a 
children. ls [IER W \tis wonderful, 
this not lord. But what oF 
the seas? 


Lifeteems 
7 there, too. Even 
intelligent 
Indeed? 


- a Water is no : 
We met a man-- \ : H 
fit medium 
Namor--whose . It is turbulent 


hl for life. 
La aes Ue oe and shapeless. Given 


~ | i 4 over to chaos. I 
P= Bat! aay do not approve. 


, . 
. hs . oe ¢ 


"So let the 
waves cease 
their purposeless 
motion-- 


A. 


“--and the seas 
be stone." 


f 
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Oh no, lad. 
I'm starting slow. 
The Cube must 
adjust itself 
to my will. 


Once that's 
done--you shall 
see wonders. 


Nobody owns "You're as cute | Ba A It works-- 
me,babe. aslace panties, but | Bi --exactly-- 


it just doesn't 
work that way. 


~ TIchose you, 

Benjamin. I plucked 

you from death to 
sit at my side. 


Say you love 
me or you'll stay 
..i here as one more 
ice sculpture. 


Tl kill 
you for that. 
T'll Kill you. 


I'mjust saying 

there's a family 

likeness, that's 
all. 


Sorry iF 
I touched 
a nerve. 


ng am 
nothing 
like him. 


Right. Because 
Thanos is a stone 
killer, and 
you're-- 
What? 
Help me out, 
here. 


FI disintegrate 
you now, you Win the 
argument, don't 


well, that 
was a crappy 
first date, even 
by my low 
standards. But 
then--I guess 
I've still got 
issues. 


You need 
a lift home, 
Earth boy? 


Iamnot \ 
opposed to ]\ y 
heroism. an Ay 


Y But the 
greatest courage 
is acceptance oF 

. what must be. ‘ 


re . ‘ 
Resignation 


in the face of a \ 
| destiny that cannot |# 
be fought or 
deflected or 
defied. 


ZFS & 


This is the 
gospel that you 
must preach, now. Teach the J 
A gospel oF people of this world-- 
subservience and and later, those of 
order. other worlds--that 
Thanos is a kind 
shepherd to those 
who obey him. 4 


they can neither 
endure-- 


7) ul PLANET ACHERON 
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Li 


Impressive. 
Y You put afew 
dents in 
my father's 


Oh, yes. 


That was 
never really in 
S any doubt. (~cs 


Aw, no, Reed! 
Look what they 
lid to ‘im. Is he dead? 
{| You gotta be 
able to tell, 
right? 


This is 
/ an organic 
carbonate residue. 
\ Ash, rather than 
4 stone. Let's 


No. 
I'm sorry, 
Benjamin. 


Ican't 
say for sure 
whether your 

friend is 


.. because 
this isn't 
him. 


MANHATTAN. 


“I seek 
perfection. | 
“Why do I never 
find it?" 


» ae; ref ere Ws il 


yy 
pd La aa 2 
’ A Your pardon, 
Lord Thanos? 


Hmm? Oh, I was 
speaking to myself, 
j child. Ihave anticipated 
f this moment for so 
many centuries. : : 
ae = The power oF 


> 
@ FS » And now I = ey W this Cosmic Cube is There is some 
E find that the : truly infinite in power, ° tiny reservoir of 
reality does not / PN U/ A asthefirst one was. power that I cannot 
quite live up to my iM But my access toit yet touch. And it 


expectations — 3 is not. Not quite. A begins to anger me. 
Ny , : > 


¢ yi Perhaps it has been 
too long since you 
awe last communed with 


Death, my lord. 4m 


Fifty-three 
days, and 
A some hours. 


It's true 
that I miss her 


embrace. But 
there is still 
much to do. 


I 


z! an ag : li 
Yt St ing oe 


I take comfort in And blesses 
the knowledge that the swords of 
she stillloves and , my conquering 
favors me. armies. 
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. The World- 


— as : Tree, Halcyons! 


Fallbackonthe Defend 
\ World-Tree! it at any 


te sie 
oT 
| to fall back, a 
{ Halcyonfilthe ,Letme 


a 


Xi 


Verdura, I-- 
T have failed 


Not so, 
beloved. You 


ff prevailed. 


These are - 
the times we 
foresaw. But 


hi 


ff } 


“ — And then 
| stand down. 
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some kind of genius, 


yeah? But I'm guessing 


biology wasn't his 
thing. 


Got that right. 
Reed didn't even 
discover girls 
until Suzie-- 


4 Wait, 
what are you 
saying? 


I don't get ; 
it. How can this 
A. not be Reed? 


~ 


I don't know. 
I'smadeofthe ——a== 
right chemicals, S 
but in the wrong 
proportions. 
It was never 
flesh. 


wy 
That bodyis Y But there's still 
aforgery.A something alive 
pretty good inside the outer 
A shell. So I'm going 
to extract it. 


What 


could be--? 


It's complicated. When 
I knew I couldn't beat 
Thanos, Istolea 

little oF the Cube's 
power. 


I made that 
fake body. And I 
turned muself into 
something similar to 
what Preamcatcher 
is. A liminal being. 
You Know...like 
light. 


It's me, Ben. 
And man, am I glad 
to see you. I 
thought you were 


Likewise. In fact, 
no offense, but-- 
if you're not 

dead, what 
are you? 


Neat. So the 
corpse WaS a 
forgery. £ 


I hoped it 
would convince 
Thanos I was 

dead. 


Who are 
you, by the 
way? 


But making it 

/ used too much energy. 
I was exhausted, and I 
couldn't get free from 
it. I've been trapped in 
there ever since. 


Hey, never 
look a deus ex 

machina in the 
mouth, Casper. 


We've got to get 
to Earth. I saw in 
Thanos’ mind what 
he was intending 


Okay. 
You've got 
transport? 


I can only 
pray we're in 
time to stop 


You're very 
welcome. 


This--this is 
worse than 
I ever 
imagined. 


Yeah. My 


father doesn't 
do subtle. 


notice? We've 
got the same 


We have to sto} 
him. Reverse this, 
somehow. 


--X marks 
the spot, 
I guess. 


"We" meaning 
you, right? Last 
time I talked back 
to Daddy, I 


lost an arm. Where do 
you want me to 


drop you? 


Ben, when we find Thanos I 
need you to distract him for 
afew moments. Take up as 
much of his attention 
as you can. 


It's not okay, you 
big, pebble-dashed 
idiot. It's a 
suicide note! 


He's got my 
friends, Atrea. 
I can't walk 
away from 
this. 


A, \ aN a 4... 
Yes, youcan. & j a, ~~ 


Ss Zz, 
You have this J, | 
{! ‘| 


walk” window. 


1 
; j ! 
Oh, this is just 


SOME unique “I can still 
ta . 


y I hy 
pathetic. This o_O i all 
laconic, heroic, 

tragicomic-- 

garbage!!! 


Walking off 
to certain death 
with your heads 
held high! 
You might as “gee 
well hold hands, ~ = 
because that's 
how homoerotic 


And make your 
obeisances as 
; is right and 
fitting. i 
i 


This pleases V"_ Now you are m 
me, my son. You field commander 
\ areAccuser andthe chiefor }. 


\ no longer. Acheron's . 
ast armies. Hy SS 
= ri SS —_ 
= ; G - ae ! AL AY ff 
= Wil MU Zvea POON that's like-- § 
: 2 L. 
. 3 A-~ z 


Now I've seen 
. everything. 


ZANE 
aca) ! 


MEANY 


Father, your 
enemies are humbled. 
Halcyon is in ruins, 
and the World-Tree 


I mean--what'd 
you have to do to 
earn a pat on the 
head, Ronan? 


Wats 
fea 
{ 


4 


‘ 


a x fee 


a Iwas 
“7 monitoring 
the shift-gates. 
None have 
Opened. 4) 


A) INS 


You defied me once V™ 
before, Atrea. A 
thousand years 


Believe 
me, father, I 
remember. L Vi)/@@ 
And have you 
learned nothing Jig 
since? 


Ms Ves 
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Re me 
Y is like touching : 
{| the void of death 

\_ itself, whelp. 


ANY 


VY --the void 
gazes also 
into you. 


>= 
= 


—e 
for this crime. It is \ \\ GI 
blasphemy. Accuser vA \ \y| 
Ronan, execute ff A 
sentence on HS | | 


these two. 


Lily Nees 
I--father, \ 
you relieved 
me of that Fulfill it 
once more. 
For old times 
sake. 


I'm sorry FP nu: hey 
too, sill look on the 
—\ bright side... 
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«this time I 
bet he'll tickle 
your tummy, 


NW 


| 1 


\ 


/ to 
/ see abrother 
/ and sister 
\\ fight, don't you, 
Johnny? 


Yeah. It'sa \ 
AY real bummer, 
\\ Sue. No doubt 
about it. 


\\\ : } 
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Tears me 
. apart 


Fascinating. 
You didn't free 
yourselves 
from the Cube's 
influence. 


That's 
impossible. 


Yes. I 
understand 
now. I'm almost 
\ impressed. 


little, Reed F 
Richards. 


I'm curious as 
And much , to how you survived, 
too late. ? but this was a 
surprisingly 
futile gesture. 


You must 
Know by now, 
my link to the Cube 
is athousand times 
more powerful 
than yours. 


Especially j 
now that you 

can't even 

touch it. _ 


Imagine a universe 
where people age until 
their bodies are nothing 
but leather and bone-- 
but never die. 


And people 

have died 

because of 
it: 4 


eople always 
die. But I'm thinking 


\* of putting a stop 
/ to that. 


Where death's 
peace and bounty 
belong to me 
i you're 
_\ completely 
\. insane! 


‘ That's another 
way of saying that 
I am beyond your 
comprehension. 
You gave me the 
power, child, and 
I will use it 


IF you allow / 
me? Boy, with those ¥ 
words you've earned 
yourself a thousand 

lifetimes of 


f. 
The Cube. 
You've altered 
it in some wau. 


Yes! At 
last! True 
godhead! 


flees 


I owe you so 
much, Richards. I 
could almost find 

it in my heart to 
be merciful. 


“ Power without 
{ limit! My will is all 
the law there is, 
and my desire 
is-- 


tit 
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et 


Is death. 
We know. 
} 


i} 


WS ~ . | But this a 
\ a \ f ZZ — ‘4S isn't what JF 
eras” << o- 
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” Idgavehim 
a loaded gun, 
with the safety 
off. 


blew his Own 
brains out. 


But--he'll 
come back. He 
always comes 


And I missed & 
the good part. \the one play. 
Give me aplay- \Ghort game. 


| Lbuilt the Cube with a cut-out, so it would only 


respond to conscious, willed thoughts. Not the 
random whims and fantasies that are always 
going through our heads. 


While you 
distracted Thanos--I 
removed the cut-out. 
His death wish did 
the rest. 


sick thoughts. But 
they're starting to 


Welcome. 
What happens 


There are a few things 
Ineed to do with the 
Cube before Iget Like what? 
rid of it. That thing is 
; poison. 


S 


epairing the 
mage, as far 
as Ican..." 


Hey, we're 

back in the J 
Baxter Building. }/” 

Nice finish! 


ea Not yet, 
4 Ben. I've got 
one job left 

to do. 


Hey! 
{ Watch that 
thing! 


It's a rift 

in time and 
space. Just a ]7 

small one. 7 


How the first Return to 


Cosmic Cube fell LY iif 
out of the sky over | . ‘ : sender. 
Acheron, thirty 
thousand years 
ago. Right into 
your father's 


a : 
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